THIS WINE comes from a small vineyard on the Chalone Bench of the Gavilan 
Mountains at about 2,000 feet elevation, near the Pinnacles National Monu- 
ment. The vineyard produces one-hundred-percent varietal table wines from 
four premium varieties of grapes. All are made and bottled on our own 
premises from grapes grown on our own vineyard. But the most special thing 
about this isolated, difficult-to-get-to vineyard is its soil. Discovered many 
years ago by a Frenchman in search of land comparable to that of France, 
this vineyard grows on the same type of sparse, reddish soil underlain by 
limestone as produces the great French Burgundies along the Cote d'Or. The 
production is quite small, each acre of soil yielding only three or four barrels 
of 300 bottles each of wine, and is further limited by modest annual rainfall 
and conservative cultural practices. Thus each bottle is filled with the essence 
of the soil—the French Gotit de terroir—which gives the wine a fullness of 
bouquet and flavor unique to this vineyard. The wines are made and aged in 
French Oak barrels, after the classical Burgundian methods, with scientific 
techniques used only to observe the wines’ progress and to shield them from 


harm, each receiving the minimum handling consistent with careful cellar 


practices, 
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